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The Royds Curriculum 

 

We believe that all students can achieve great things. At GCSE level these aspirations must be facilitated by a 

balanced curriculum. Our courses are designed to increase students life chances by making them expert students, 

confident communicators and by helping them to be future ready. 

We urge you to think carefully about your choices. Do not assume you know the answers at the start of the 

process. Talk to teachers and collect further information about subjects you are considering. Find out about 

subjects you have not studied in Key Stage 3 before you either choose or reject them. 

We make every effort and endeavour to ensure that students study the course they opt for. We will try our best to 

meet the choices of each student but unfortunately due to constraints in timetabling, staffing and group sizes we 

are unable to guarantee a course for any students. We ask that you also select a reserve option as part of our 

process. 

Together, we will ensure the subjects you study over the next two years are the right ones. 

Mr A Houghton 

Assistant Principal 

INTRODUCTION 

 
What students will study 

 

At Royds our ambitious curriculum consists of a broad 

range of subjects and encourages students to maintain a 

suitable breadth of study at all stages. In year 10 students 

have the opportunity to significantly personalise their 

curriculum and focus their studies. 

Some elements of the curriculum remain compulsory. All 

students will study GCSEs in English language, English 

Literature and Maths. These functional skills are vital to 

progression and any student in the UK who does not gain a 

grade 4 in English and Maths must continue to study the 

relevant subject until they have reached this standard. 

Students will also study at least two GCSEs in Science.  This 

course combines Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Some 

students will choose to use an option choice to study triple 

science. In this case the three scientific disciplines are 

studied as three separate GCSEs. 

All students will study our non-examined Values curriculum 

in year 10 and 11. This will encourage students to consider 

a range of issues and will support them in developing their 

wider beliefs and awareness of the world. 

Students will also undertake a non-examined course in PE. 

Encouraging them to try out new sports and activities to 

live a healthy life. 

In year 9 students began to study their first two options. 

One of these is either Geography or History and the other a 

vocational option. They will continue to study these in year 

10 and 11. 

Their two remaining options will be chosen over the next 

month from the range of courses outlined in this booklet. 

These can be GCSE or Vocational.  

 

In year 10 and 11 all students will study 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Maths 

• Science 

• Core PE 

• Values 

• History or Geography 

• Vocation option (already chosen) 

• Two additional options 
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INFORMATION, ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 
 

Helping you select the right courses for you 
 

The Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) process is something that all year 9 students undertake. It is part of 

our outstanding support for students and refers to helping students select the right subject options to support their 

future study and career choices. This guide provides a summary of the choices available in year 9. Subject videos 

will also be available to accompany this information and at option evening you will have the opportunity to speak 

to the subject leaders about the courses on offer. We urge parents and students to read this guide together and to 

contact the Academy if you have any questions 

 
Common Questions 

 

Q: Can I change the courses I have started already? 

A: No. At this point students are too far through a course to 

change what they are studying. 

 

Q: Some courses talk about NEA. What is this? 

A: NEA stands for non-examined assessment. This is the 

modern equivalent of coursework. 

 

Q: Can I alter my choices after I have submitted them? 

A: We ask you to think carefully about your choices before 

submitting them so hopefully this won’t happen. If you feel 

the need to then it can be arranged. 

 

Q: Will Returning the form early make it more likely that 

I get what I choose? 

A: No. All forms returned by the deadline will be treated 

equally  

 

Q: What if I change my mind once I start the course? 

A: If a student wishes to change course during September of 

year 10 then we will discuss the reasons for this. Sometimes 

subject groups are full and students are unable to move but 

we do our best to help. After this point you will have missed 

too much work for the change to be practicable. 

Q: Will studying vocational courses stop me going to 

university 

A: No. Universities accept vocational courses as being 

equivalent to GCSEs.  

 

Q: I am not sure what qualifications I need for the career 

I would like. What should I do? 

A: Speak to your form tutor who can arrange a careers 

interview.  

 

Q: I Can’t access the form online. What should I do? 

A: Bring in a note that clearly states your name and the four 

choices. Give this to Mr Houghton 
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THE OPTION PROCESS 
 

Timeline 
 

23/03/22—Option allocations confirmed 

14/03/22—Deadline for 

forms to be completed 

Opportunity for advice and 

guidance in school 

04/03/22 - Option form 

distributed to students 

04/03/22 - Option assembly 

in school 

03/03/22—Option 

Information Evening 

Information booklets 

distributed 

 

 

 
Banned Combinations 

 

Due to the overlap between courses some combinations are not allowed by the exam boards. You must not select more than 

course from each of the following lists: 

Art 

Art 

3D-Design 

Textile 

Business 

Business Studies 

Enterprise & Marketing 

Some other combinations (such as Photography and Art) will significantly narrow your curriculum. If you selected one of these 

combinations we will speak to you about your reasoning and to make sure you understand the implications. 
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Advice on choosing your options 

 

When you think about choosing your options, you should: 
• talk to people who know you well like your parents, 

form tutor and teachers to find out what they 

think. 

• read the information you have been given about all 

the subjects in this booklet carefully and ask your 

teachers if you need to know more. 

• think about what you are good at and what you will 

enjoy. 

• opt for a balanced range of courses to keep open 

future careers and study options. 

• see the Guidance Professional, Miss Callery, if you 

need additional help and information. For further 

information speak to your Form Tutor who will pass 

your details on. 

 

It is not a good idea to: 

• choose a course just because your friends may be 

doing it. 

• choose a course just because you like the teacher. 

• choose not do something because you do not like a 

teacher. 

• choose a course because it sounds easy. All courses 

require a great deal of hard work if you are to be 

successful. 

THE OPTION PROCESS 

 
What are vocational courses? 

 

Vocational courses have existed for many years. They 

are assessed at level 1 and 2. Level 1 is equivalent to 

GCSE grades 1-3 and Level 2 is equivalent to grades 4-9. 

Vocational courses are the same size as GCSEs and are 

considered as the equal of GCSEs by colleges and 

universities. 

Different exam boards run vocational courses that have 

different names but they are substantively similar. 

Vocational courses typically contain 50% - 60% 

coursework spread across a number of modules. 

Coursework units and examined units ask students to 

apply their learning to real life scenarios and examples. 

Vocational courses are graded as follows: 

 Vocational Grade GCSE Equivalent 

 L2 Distinction* 8.5 

 L2 Distinction 7 

 L2 Merit 6.5 

 L2 Pass 4 

 L1 Distinction 3 

 L1 Merit 2 

 L1 Pass 1 

 U U 

 
Selecting your options 

 

When students complete the options form they will select their two preferred subjects and two reserves. We make 

every effort and endeavour to ensure that students study the course they opt for. We will try our best to meet the 

choices of each student but unfortunately due to constraints in timetabling, staffing and group sizes we are unable 

to guarantee a course for any students. It is for this reason that you also select reserve options as part of our 

process. The option form will be distributed to students, through their school e-mail address, on Friday 4th March. 

They should discuss their choices at home before entering them on the form. If you cannot access the form at 

home then students should bring in a written, signed note with their four preferences. 
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EXAM ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS 

Access Arrangements allow learners with special educational needs, disabilities or temporary injuries to access the 

assessment without changing the demands of the assessment. The arrangements cover support such as readers, 

scribes and braille question papers. In this way awarding bodies ensure they comply with the duties of the Equality 

Act 2010 to make ‘reasonable adjustments’. 

The Equality Act 2010 requires an Awarding Body to make reasonable adjustments where a person would be at a 

substantial disadvantage in undertaking an assessment. A reasonable adjustment for a particular person may be 

unique to that individual and may not be included in the list of available Access Arrangements. How reasonable the 

adjustment is will depend on a number of factors including the needs of the learner.  

At Royds, all of our access arrangements testing is carried out at the Academy by a member of staff who holds the 

“Level 7 access arrangements” testing qualification. The process to establish access arrangements involves 

identification of need, evidence collation of the history of need, formalised testing and an application. 

Students are identified through the following methods: 

• Prior information through the transition process about a student who has access arrangements in place for 

the end of Key Stage 2 assessments  

• A diagnosed medical or special educational needs listed on the SEN register 

• Self-referral from either the student or the family if they are concerned about completing assessments   

• Referrals from members of staff  

The history of need is collated through observations which are carried out by the SENCo, looking for areas where 

the pupil struggles above what is usually expected. Staff may then be contacted about the difficulties the student is 

experiencing in their subjects, and this is collated to create a picture of need. 

Towards the end of year 9, usually Summer Term 2, students are tested by staff within the school, these may be 

external access arrangement staff who are qualified to deliver these assessments. This is done using a range of 

appropriate psychometric assessments and are appropriate to the pupil and the required assessments. Decisions 

are then made about any appropriate access arrangements based on the testing results and on the history of need. 

This is a requirement of the JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) and without it no access arrangements can be 

awarded. Any arrangements are based on the individual needs of each student. These can vary as there is no one 

size fits all solution. 

These are then applied for through the JCQ if there is sufficient evidence and a need then these will be successful 

and will be awarded for up to two years. The outcomes of these assessments are then communicated to the 

student, family and teaching staff so that these can be implemented across the curriculum to ensure that this 

becomes the student’s normal way of working. These arrangements are then reviewed to ensure they remain 

appropriate and suitable for the students, this can be at any time and although they have been granted by the JCQ, 

these can be removed if the need is no longer evident. 

If you have a particular query then please contact Mr Williams (SENCo) (cwillimas@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

 
Reasonable Adjustments 
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The 

Option 

Subjects 
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Royds Contact: Mrs Field (LField@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
• Help with time planning. 

• Help with organisational skills. 

• Build confidence. 

• Build resilience. 

• Allow creativity. 

• Work under pressure. 

3D DESIGN 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
Three-dimensional Design is concerned with the designing, prototyping, modelling or making of functional and aesthetic      

consumer products, interiors and architecture. Students should engage with appropriate processes, materials and construction 

techniques, using maquettes, models and working drawings to help take their initial ideas through to realisation. They will need 

good communication skills in order to liaise with clients and to promote themselves as three-dimensional designers.  

Topic areas that may be covered in the duration of the course are: 

Areas of study 

• architectural design  

• sculpture  

• product design  

• interior design  

• environmental/landscape/garden design  

You may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas.  

 

 How it is assessed: 
The course comprises of 2 components. 

 

Component 1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification 

Students create a personal portfolio of work that demonstrates the knowledge 

and understanding of skills within 3D design, this component allows students 

to develop and explore ideas, research primary and contextual sources, as well 

as experimenting with different media, materials, techniques and processes. 

 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification 

Students must present a personal response to an externally set thematic 

starting point, set by the exam board.  
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Royds Contact: Mrs A. Owen (aowen@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
• Creativity: A desire to creatively express yourself.  

• Resilience and Self-Control: To learn and experiment with a wide range of new materials and 

processes. 

• Critical thinking: An ability to explain and justify your thoughts about your own work and that of 

others.  

• Independence: To show leadership when producing individual projects.  

ART 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
Art, Craft and Design is a vibrant and dynamic course that aims to give students a diverse set of skills, knowledge and under-

standing of Art. The course encourages students to develop their skills across a range of disciplines: fine art, three-dimensional 

design, graphic design, as well elements of textiles and photography. Each project addresses all four-assessment objective, with 

an initial focus of developing and mastering recording skills in drawing, painting and 3D. Then moving onto knowledge and un-

derstanding of a wide range of artists, craftspeople and designers from contemporary, historical contexts and cultures. Stu-

dents will continue to develop and refine their ideas through experimenting with a wide range of 2D and 3D media and critical-

ly explaining their work. Finally, students bring projects to a conclusion with an independent outcome. As students’ progress 

through the course, the emphasis is on the individual to develop ideas in the areas they are most interested in.    

 

 How it is assessed: 
AQA GCSE Art & Design consists of 4 assessment objectives, all equally weighted.    

AO1 – development of ideas and researching relevant artists  

AO2 – refining ideas and experimenting with different techniques/media  

AO3- recording ideas – visually through a camera, drawing or by written notes  

AO4 – creating a personal response based on the previous AO work  

Coursework is completed through year 10 and 11 and is worth 60% of the GCSE 

grade.  

  

An externally set controlled test is completed during Y11 and is worth 40% of the 

GCSE grade.  This is a practical component, ending with a 10 hour timed test, over 

several sessions – students would complete an outcome based on their sketchbook 

work and development.   
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Royds Contact: Mr P Mason (pmason@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
• The qualification contains practical activities that build on theoretical knowledge so that you can put 

your learning into practice while also developing valuable transferable skills such as: 

• Problem Solving and Numerical Skills 

• Analytical Skills 

• Evaluative and Decision Making Skills 

As there is a great emphasis on the exam, students will also need the qualities of self motivation, self 

development and communication to be successful 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
The GCSE Business qualification is divided up into 2 Themes: 

 

Theme 1 – Introduction to Small Business —This theme deals with an introduction to business and the 

main small business concepts.  Key topics include: entrepreneurship; market research; costs, revenue and 

profit; sources of finance; types of business ownership and the external influences. 

 

Theme 2 – Building a Business—This theme deals from the perspective of growth in making a small busi-

ness bigger.  Key topics include: growth; marketing decisions; business operations; profit margins and hu-

man resources 

 

 How it is assessed: 

The course is assessed by examination only, sat at the end of the 
qualification: 

 
Assessment is made up of 2 exam papers:  

Paper 1 – Based on topics taught during Theme 1  

Paper 2 – Based on topics taught during Theme 2  

 

Each exam paper is 90 minutes and worth 50% each (100% 

exam) 
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Royds Contact: Mr Houghton (ahoughton@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
To be successful in this course you will need to: 

• Think logically and analytically 

• Enjoy solving problems 

• Have a sound mathematical knowledge 

• Have an interest in how technology is shaping the world 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
The computer Science course will give pupils an in-depth understanding of how computer technology 

works and a look at what goes on ‘behind the scenes’. Through the study of computational thinking and 

programming, the course will help pupils to develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills. 

For many, it is a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other subjects 

and applied in day-to-day life. 

Your study of problem solving will be grounded in practical programming. You will learn to make 

computer programs that solve useful problems and develop techniques to solve large problems in a 

structured way. 

 

 How it is assessed: 
The course is assessed by a combination of two written 

papers: 

 

Paper 1 - Computer systems (50%) 

Paper 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms and 

programming (50%) 

 

The majority of the questions are numerical or short 

answer questions with one extended written question in 

each paper. 

 

In addition you will complete a practical Programming 

using Python. Completing some puzzles and problems 
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Royds Contact: Miss F Brunyee (fbrunyee@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
Dance will inspire, challenge and motivate every student, no matter what you level of ability, while 

supporting you in developing, creating and engaging  in lessons.  

Dance is a powerful and inspiring qualification that encourages students to develop their creative, 

physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject.  

Key skills and attributes such as confidence, commitment and creativity are all essential to ensure success 

in GCSE Dance. 

Values including resilience, self confidence, self control, motivation and respect will provide the 

foundation for the independent development of choreography and performing to others regularly.  

DANCE 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
Component 1: Performance and choreography (60% of final grade) 

Performance - The performance task is marked out of 40 marks. Each student must complete both parts 

of the task, a solo performance and a duet/group performance. 

Solo – 2 from 4 set choreographies designed by AQA that are 30 seconds long. 

Duet/group – Designed by Royds staff or developed by the students 

Choreography - The choreography task is marked out of 40 marks. Students must demonstrate their 

creative response to a choice of one stimulus, from a prescribed task list set by AQA. The choreography 

must be a complete dance, including movement material and a selected aural setting. 

Component 2: Written exam (40% of final grade)  

This component is the written exam paper of one and a half hours, set in the summer of the year of 

certification.  The paper is marked out of 80 marks. 

 

 How it is assessed: 
Component 1 : Performance and Choreography 

This aspect of the course is assessed internally. Students will 

rehearse all aspects of performance and choreography to 

prepare for practical moderation days held over the course of 

the 2 years.  

Component 2 : Written examination 

This aspect of the course is externally assessed by a exams 

moderator for the AQA exam board.  
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(BTEC TECH AWARD LEVEL 1/2 IN PERFORMING ARTS) 

Royds Contact: Mr Marklew (vmarklew@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

This is a course that includes both practical and written elements. Students will learn about the performing arts in-

dustry as a whole and work on related practical activities that will enable them to become a better performer, both 

inside and outside of the classroom. 

Component 1 - Exploring the Performing Arts  

Examining the work of the professionals and the processes used to create a performance.   

Component 2 - Developing Skills and Techniques in Performing Arts  

Taking part in skill building workshops to develop key drama skills and applying them in a performance.    

Component 3 - Responding to a brief 

Working as a group to design and create a performance from a brief.    

How it is assessed: 

Students will be assessed on coursework that is marked both  

internally and externally. 

This amounts to: 

• Components 1 & 2 (60 marks each). Internally assessed.  

• Component 3 (60 marks). Externally assessed. 

Assessment is ongoing and students will be given final assessment deadlines 

to work towards. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

The qualification enables learners to develop their sector-specific skills, such as refining work and applying skills for 

a performance using realistic vocational contexts, and personal skills, such as working with others, working to dead-

lines, and responding to feedback through a practical and skills-based approach to learning and assessment.  

Performing arts will broaden your experience and skills participation in different types of performance activities, 

with the opportunity to practically apply knowledge and skills through project work, such as developing ideas and 

performing for specific audiences.  

DRAMA 
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Royds Contact: Mrs Pine (KPine@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
As well as learning about nutrition, food science and practical skill course will: 

• Help with time planning. 

• Help with organisational skills. 

• Build confidence. 

• Build resilience. 

• Allow creativity. 

• Work under pressure. 

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
 

Food and nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on improving practical cookery skills and will give students a 

strong understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. It will allow students 

who have an interest in cooking and nutrition to explore more widely a range of recipes and to find out more about food sci-

ence and the functional properties of ingredients. Topic areas that will be covered in the duration of the course are: 

 

• Food Nutrition and health 

• Food Science 

• Food Safety 

• Food Choice 

• Food Provenance 

 

 How it is assessed: 
The course comprises of 2 components. 

NEA (Non exam assessment) 50% & 1hr 45 mins Written Exam 50% 

 

NEA Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks)  

Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and 

chemical properties of ingredients. 

 

NEA Task 2: Food preparation assessment (70 marks) 

Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, 

preparation, cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related 

to the chosen task. Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of 

three dishes within a single period of no more than three hours, planning in 

advance how this will be achieved.  
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GEOGRAPHY 

Royds Contact: Mr Thornton ( sthornton@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

In Geography we strive to make our students ‘global citizens’. We want our passion for our subject to inspire the next 

generation of ‘Geographers’ to make a positive impact upon the world we live in. We see our role as not only to give 

children the tools to be successful with their GCSE exams and learning new skills, but to give them ability and desire 

to make a lasting impact on the world around us. 

Our AQA exam specification and subsequent three exam papers have been crafted in a way that allows us to address 

our place in the world with current issues and explore our responsibility to be drivers for positive change- all while 

working towards a highly valued GCSE qualification. You will learn the course through debate, independent learning, 

oracy tasks and structured exam questions. 

Ultimately our course content is current, engaging and leaves a lasting impact on our students beyond GCSE results 

day.  

How it is assessed: 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 

Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 
Section B: The living world  
Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK 
Exam paper = 90 minutes, 88 marks, worth 35% 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 

Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
Section B: The changing economic world 

Section C: The challenge of resource management  
Exam paper = 90 minutes, 88 marks, worth 35% 

3: Geographical applications 

Exam paper= 75 minutes, 76 marks, worth 30% 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

• Adventurous personality 

• Curiosity about  the world we live in 

• Empathy for others 

• Bouncebackability 

• Thirst for knowledge 

• Lateral thinking 

• Sense of community 

• ‘Speaking like a Geographer’ 
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Royds Contact: Mr Houghton (ahoughton@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

The ICT course is a practical course that allows students to develop their skills and understanding of the way that 

business use ICT to handle and process data. You will learn the techniques to create these systems and also how to 

test them efficiently. You will learn these skills through a number of practical projects where you tackle 

increasingly realistic problems that replicate the use of ICT in the real world. A number of similar, exam board set 

projects act as the final assessment for 60% of the course. 

You will gain an understanding of the different technologies that power the modern world, the security risks that 

technology poses and how technology is evolving. You will also investigate the jobs that exist in the ICT industry 

and the skills that you need to be successful in these roles. 

How it is assessed: 

Students will initially complete unit 2. This is a coursework unit worth 

60% of the qualification. Students will be given a vocational scenario and 

create some systems that would be useful to the business in this case. 

They will create a number of planned, practical products with brief 

evaluations. 

Unit 1 will be taken in the second year of the course, through an exam 

which is worth 40% of your qualification. The exam will last 1 hour and 

20 minutes, it will be made up of short and extended response 

questions.  

   

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

To be successful in this course you should have an interest in the way that IT is used in the world. Extended projects 

require students to be organised and work steadily towards a deadline rather than rushing at the end. Being willing 

to listen to feedback and always looking to improve are also important skills. 

To excel in the examination students must be willing to put the effort required into learning the laws and 

terminology that form part of the commercial IT industry. 

You will develop a number of skills which are attractive to employer, colleges and universities including:  

(WJEC LEVEL 1/2 VOCATIONAL AWARD IN ICT  ) 

ICT 

• Communication 

• Coping with rapid changes in technology 

• Critical thinking 

• Problem solving 

• Designing, programming, testing and evaluating 

software systems 
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Royds Contact: Mr I Sheard (ISheard@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
In analysing the media, learners will: 

• demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis  

• analyse and compare how media products construct and communicate meaning and generate intended interpretations 

and responses  

• respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and understanding of media issues  

• use specialist subject-specific terminology appropriately.  

 

In creating a media production, learners will:  

• develop practical and decision-making skills  

• apply knowledge and understanding of media language and representation to a media production • 

•  use media language to express and communicate meaning to an intended audience.  

MEDIA STUDIES 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
 

GCSE Media Studies is based on the theoretical framework for exploring and creating media. 
 
The framework is based on four inter-related areas: 
• Media language: how the media through their forms, codes and conventions communicate meanings 
• Representation: how the media portray events, issues, individuals and social groups 
• Media industries: how the media industries' processes of production, distribution and circulation affect 

media forms and platforms 
• Audiences: how media forms target, reach and address audiences, how audiences interpret and respond to 

them, and how members of audiences become producers themselves. 

 

 How it is assessed: 
Paper 1: Exploring the Media Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of 

qualification 

Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation 

Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences 

 

Paper 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products Written examination: 1 

hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification 

Section A: Television 

Section B: Music (music videos and online media) 

 

Paper 3: Creating Media Products Non-exam assessment 30% of qualification 
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Royds Contact: Mrs Clethero (eclethero@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

Throughout the course you will establish yourself as a musician and develop your performance skills.  You will learn 

about a variety of musical styles and discover musicians who have really shaped their genre.  You will learn about 

the music industry and the different roles within it and have opportunities to perform, create and produce music of 

your own.   You will also learn how to project manage events and understand the different roles within the industry.  

Alongside this, you will create a music product based 

on a concert, event, CD or online product.   

The course is split into three components: 

• Exploring Music Products and Styles 

• Music Skills Development 

• Responding to a Commercial Music Brief 

How it is assessed: 

At the beginning of each assignment you will be given an assignment brief that tells 

you what you will need to do and what the grading criteria is.  For each assignment 

you will awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction 

The standard of your work will dictate what level you are working at and each 

assignment will clearly identify what you need to do to achieve each grade. 

At the end of the course each of your component grades will be added together 

and you will then be awarded an overall qualification grade. 

All components completement each other and so it is essential that you develop your skills across all areas 

and achieve in all components in order to receive the final qualification.   

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

The ability to play in instrument or sing is essential.   

Students studying music should have a genuine interest in the subject.  There will be projects, assignments and 

research opportunities and students choosing Music should possess such key skills as: 

• Working independently and meeting deadlines 

• Working as part of a team/group 

• Motivation, organisation and a desire to work hard in order to achieve success 

Students studying Music must have a desire to to attend extra-curricular activities and perform in school concerts, 

lunchtime recitals and other musical events both in and outside of school. 

To get the most out of the course you need to be fully committed to it and get fully involved, enjoying both 

(BTEC TECH AWARD LEVEL 1/2 IN MUSIC PRACTICE) 

MUSIC 
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Royds Contact: Mrs S. McIntosh (smcintosh@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
• Independence to produce photoshoots in different locations– in and out of school. 

• Critical thinking: to be able to explain your ideas and reflect on the work of others and demonstrate 

links to your own work. 

• Creativity: to work in different media and techniques when manipulating and editing photographs.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
Photography is a two year practical course.  You will learn about photographic techniques, developing camera skills such as 

composition, lighting and viewpoints. You will develop skills in editing photographs using Photoshop and other editing apps as 

well learning non digital styles.  You will learn about historical and contemporary photographers and artists and use this 

knowledge to influence your work. The GCSE is based around students developing work in three key areas: Knowledge, Under-

standing and Skills.  Projects are designed in order for students to learn, develop and refine their knowledge of different tech-

niques and artists, understand how and why artwork is created, then demonstrate their skills in creating their own photograph-

ic work.  We work in a combination of digital platforms, predominately PhotoShop as well as encouraging creative editing of 

images through non digital means.  Students are required to work in a number of areas, such as Still Life, Portraiture, Land-

scape, Environmental, Figurative and Emotive.  As the student progresses through the course, the emphasis is on the individual 

to develop ideas in the areas they are most interested in.   

 

 How it is assessed: 
AQA GCSE Photography consists of 4 assessment objectives, all equally weighted.    

AO1 – development of ideas and researching relevant artists  

AO2 – refining ideas and experimenting with different techniques/media  

AO3- recording ideas – visually through a camera, drawing or by written notes  

AO4 – creating a personal response based on the previous AO work  

Coursework is completed through year 10 and 11 and is worth 60% of the GCSE 

grade.  

 

An externally set controlled test is completed during Y11 and is worth 40% of the 

GCSE grade.  This is a practical component, ending with a 10 hour timed test, over 

several sessions – students would complete an outcome based on their sketchbook 

work and development.   
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Royds Contact: Mrs L Vale (Lvale@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
• Help with time planning 

• Help with organisational skills 

• Build confidence 

• Build resilience 

• Allow creativity 

• Work under pressure 

PRODUCT DESIGN -TIMBERS 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
Design and technology – Product Design seeks to prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 

technological world. It helps students to be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and technology, including   

historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors. Product design timbers is an exciting and creative course which 

focuses on improving the application of practical skills and safety in using tools. This course sets out the knowledge, under-

standing and skills required to design and make a range of projects. Understand properties of different materials and apply 

these principles into practical design tasks. The course will be delivered through practical and paper-based activities covering a 

range of topics that include: 

• Safety in the workshop 

• Properties of materials (timber, metals, polymers, paper & boards and systems) 

• Environmental impact 

• The influence of designs 

 

 How it is assessed: 
The course comprises of 2 components. 

NEA (Non exam assessment) 50% & 1hr 45 mins Written Exam 50% 

NEA task— Students with create a portfolio in response to a design context set 

by the exam board, this will include practical skills within the portfolio 

Written paper— split into 2 sections 

Section A: Core 40 marks, and contains a mixture of different question styles, 

including open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response 

questions. There will be 10 marks of calculation questions in Section A.  

Section  B:  60 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, 

including open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response 

questions. There will be 5 marks of calculation questions in Section B.  
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Royds Contact: Mr Marklew (vmarklew@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
Students will develop transferable skills such as analytical skills and critical thinking skills to enable them 

to present a wide range of well-informed and reasonable arguments.  You do not have to have any 

particular faith or be religious to study Religious Studies at GCSE all you have to be is interested and want 

to find out more about issues that concern us all today. 

RE 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 
Religious Studies encourages students to learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions, 

while exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning.  It challenges students to reflect on, consider, 

analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their 

responses. The United Kingdom is a culturally diverse community and knowledge of other faiths and 

cultures supports working within this environment. When studying Religious Studies pupils must be 

willing to discuss the wide variety of topics that we will cover. There are many valid approaches to moral 

and religious issues, and it is crucial to have an open mind in relation to these. Our studies will focus on 

Christianity, Islam alongside non-religious ethical approaches. 

 

 How it is assessed: 
Paper 1: Religion and Ethics (Christianity) 50%   

Christian Beliefs   

Living the Religious Life   

Marriage and the Family   

Matters of Life and Death   

  

Paper 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict (Islam) 50%   

Muslim Beliefs   

Living the Religious Life   

Crime and Punishment   

Peace and Conflict   
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Royds Contact: Mr Gleisner (dgleisner@roydsacademy,org,uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

• An interest in how language works and how it is structured.  

• Analytical skills: learning how a language is structured helps us to structure our thoughts.  

• Attention to detail: careful application of spelling, grammar and pronunciation rules is a key component of effective 

communication and success in learning a language.  

• The patience required to carefully proof read our work.  

• Not being put off if we don’t get everything right first time: showing resilience.  

• Interpersonal skills such as communication, presentation skills and team work, all of which help develop self-confidence.  

• A curiosity about life in other parts of the world.  

• Reflectiveness and tolerance, making us more open-minded in relation to other cultures and people.  

SPANISH 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

The four key skills at GCSE are the same as those which you have been developing during your Key Stage 3 studies: 

Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing (including Translation). Students develop these skills within thematic con-

texts: talking about yourself, family and friends; leisure activities; daily life and special occasions; describing local 

area; travel and tourism; social and environmental issues; education; jobs and future plans. We learn how to offer 

opinions and give information relating to our own experiences and those of other people in countries and commu-

nities where Spanish is spoken. Through learning the Spanish language, students develop a host of transferable 

skills, including interpersonal skills such as communication, presentation skills and team work. Students will develop 

their problem-solving skills, be challenged to be creative and reflective, and will be given the opportunity to develop 

their independence as learners.  Learning Spanish also makes travel and leisure more exciting and interesting, and 

you will have a lot of fun learning it too!   

 

 How it is assessed: 

Paper 1: Listening -Understanding and responding to different 

types of spoken language. Written exam: 40 minutes 

(Foundation), 50 minutes (Higher). 

40 marks (Foundation), 50 marks (Higher). 

25% of GCSE. 

Paper 2: Speaking -Communicating and interacting effectively 

in speech for a variety of purposes. Recorded one-to-one ex-

amination, featuring short role-play, photo description and 

general conversation.7–9 minutes (Foundation); 10–12 

minutes (Higher). 

60 marks (for each of Foundation & Higher). 

25% of GCSE.  

  

Paper 3: Reading -Understanding and responding to different 

types of written language. Written exam: 45 minutes 

(Foundation), 1 hour (Higher). 

60 marks (for each of Foundation & Higher). 

25% of GCSE. 

Paper 4: Writing -Communicating effectively in writing for a 

variety of purposes. Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation), 1 hour 

15 mins (Higher). 

50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier. 

25% of GCSE. 
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(CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL LEVEL 1/2 SPORT SCIENCE) 

Royds Contact: Mr R Newton (Rnewton@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

Cambridge National in Sport Science will encourage you to think for yourself about the scientific world of sport, 
while putting those theories and concepts into practice in both theoretical and practical sport situations.  

As part of the course, you’ll cover: 
• preparing for sports, reducing the risk of injuries 
• fitness testing – planning and delivering your own fitness tests, and learning how that data can be used 

effectively 
• how our bodies provide us with energy and the ability to move, and how exercise can help our bodies 

become stronger 
• how nutrition and a healthy diet impacts performance in sport, creating nutrition plans  

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

To be successful in this course you will need to have an interest in sport, and the science behind what makes the 
body work, how we can adapt and develop areas to benefit sporting performance and also what is required to 
improve sporting performance. You will also need to want to participate in practical activities, occasionally in mixed 
gender groupings. 

You will need the following skills: teamwork, motivation, time management, respect, responsibility, the ability to 
work independently and meet deadlines. 

You will develop the following skills: analytical skills, creative thinking, research and planning, problem solving, 
verbal communication, leadership and team working. 

SPORT SCIENCE 



 

 

 

Page 24 

Royds Contact: Miss R Thorley (rthorley@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 
• Hardworking and motivated. 

• Desire to creatively express yourself. 

• Resilience and a strive to develop ideas 

• Leadership and self-confidence to take on challenges with new equipment and materials. 

• Critical understanding and analytical skills when writing about own work and that of others 

TEXTILES 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

Textiles GCSE is based around students developing work in three key areas: Knowledge, Understanding and Skills.  Projects are 

designed for students to learn, develop and refine their knowledge of different artists, techniques and processes. You will gain 

understanding of how and why artwork is created, and then demonstrate your skills through your own textile work.  

Throughout the course you will develop practical skills, and explore ideas from different starting points. These may include 

Clothing/Fashion Design, Natural Forms, Culture and The Environment. As the course progresses you will begin work more in-

dependently with your own ideas and thoughts. You will create a body of work for each project through the use of Textile and 

Art materials. Emphasis will be given to textile design techniques and processes such as the use of sewing machines, fabric ma-

nipulation, hand sewing skills, applique, batik, inking and more. You will be expected to develop your artistic skills to create 

drawings, paintings and designs where appropriate.  

 

 How it is assessed: 
AQA GCSE Textiles consists of 4 assessment objectives, all equally weighted.    

AO1 – development of ideas and researching relevant artists  

AO2 – refining ideas and experimenting with different techniques/media  

AO3- recording ideas – visually through a camera, drawing or by written notes  

AO4 – creating a personal response based on the previous AO work  

Coursework is completed through year 10 and 11 and is worth 60% of the GCSE 

grade.  

 

An externally set controlled test is completed during Y11 and is worth 40% of the 

GCSE grade.  This is a practical component, ending with a 10 hour timed test, over 

several sessions – students would complete an outcome based on their sketchbook 

work and development.   
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(BTEC TECH AWARD LEVEL 1/2 IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM ) 

Royds Contact: Mr P Mason (pmason@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

The BTEC Tech L1/2 Travel and Tourism qualification is divided up into 3 components: 

Component 1 – Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations—This component looks at the structure and 
aims of different travel and tourism organisations as well the main features of different destinations. 

Component 2 – Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism—This component looks at how travel and tourism 
organisations use market research and how they meet the needs of different customer groups 

Component 3 – Influences on Global Travel and Tourism—This component looks at the factors that influence travel 
and tourism, how organisations can manage these factors and how destinations are managed 

How it is assessed: 

The course is assessed by 2 pieces of coursework and 1 examination: 

Component 1 – Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations— a 

coursework assignment completed during lesson time in controlled 

conditions worth 30% of the qualification 

Component 2 – Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism—a coursework 

assignment completed during lesson time in controlled conditions worth 30% 

of the qualification 

Component 3 – Influences on Global Travel and Tourism—a 2 hour external 

exam worth 40% of the qualification 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

The qualification contains practical activities that build on theoretical knowledge so that you can put your learning 
into practice while also developing valuable transferable skills such as Planning, research, analysis and decision 
making. As there is a great emphasis on the coursework within the subject, the students will also need time 
management, Self motivation and Resilience qualities to be successful 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
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Royds Contact: Mr C Rushton (crushton@roydsacademy.org.uk) 

How it is assessed: 

The course will be assessed using a combination of external exams and also 

coursework, known as NEA. 

The course consists of three units, one of which is assessed via a traditional 

examination. This exam is worth 40% of the final grade and assesses 

knowledge in the topic of sports injuries. The two NEA units vary in size and 

weighting. One is mandatory and is again worth 40% of the final grade, and 

the final piece of coursework, on sports nutrition is worth the remaining 20%. 

The exam board then add the marks together to determine the final grade. 

The skills, attributes and values you need: 

This course would suit those students who have an interest in Science and are thinking of continuing Science into KS5. We do 

expect students to have a predicted grade of at least a 6 due to the level of questions and content covered in the course.   

The values students will need to demonstrate are resilience, motivation, leadership and self control. 

Resilience - Much of the content covered requires higher level thinking and application of the Science covered to the real world 

Motivation - Students will have to be highly motivated both in and outside of lessons 

Leadership and self control - students will be expected to continue their learning of the topics covered outside of lessons as 

this will help embed learning and assist with the application of Science to the real world.   

TRIPLE SCIENCE 

 What you will learn and how you will learn it: 

Triple Science builds on the foundations covered in combined Science, but goes into more detail. 

Biology – cells and organs, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis, inheritance and evolution 

and ecology.  

Chemistry – atomic structure and bonding, structure and properties of matter, quantitative chemistry, 

chemical changes, energy changes, the rate of chemical change, organic chemistry, chemical analysis, 

chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.  

Physics – forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism and electromagnetism, particle model of matter 

and atomic structure  

 

 How it is assessed: 

The qualification is linear so all exams will be taken at the end of 

year 11. There is no coursework or controlled assessments, 100% 

of grade is determined by exams. This qualification will lead to 

successful students gaining 3 separate GCSEs in Science (Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics). For each Science there are two exams. 

These exams are all equally weighted and have 100 marks 

available in each. Each written exam is 1 hour 45 minutes.  The 

course follows the AQA Specification  
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NOTES 




