
Independent learning- Year 8 History- War 
Revise these questions over the next 3 weeks. Your teacher will quiz you on these randomly in 
lesson.  
 
ToV= Treaty of Versailles 

1 When was World War 1? 1914-1918 

2 What was the Triple Alliance? Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy 

3 What was the Triple Entente? Britain, France, and Russia 

4 What was militarism? Where a nation builds up its military 
capability 

5 Which assassination caused WW1? Franz Ferdinand by the Black Hand Gang 

6 What ship did Britain build which Germany 
were jealous of? 

Dreadnought 

7 What could happen to soldiers’ feet in the 
trenches? 

Trench Foot 

8 Who was leader of the British forces at the 
Somme? 

General Haig 

9 What tactic did the British use on the first day 
of the Somme? 

Artillery barrage 

10 Why was the first day of the Somme a 
failure? 

The Germans knew about the plan and 
were able to prepare for the barrage 

11 What tactic did the British use after the first 
day of the Somme? 

Creeping barrage 

12 Why did soldiers have to fight with their 
bayonets during Passchendaele? 

The mud made using guns impossible 

13 What is the Treaty of Versailles? The agreement between the Triple 
Entente and the Triple Alliance at the end 
of WW1 

14 What was the ‘war guilt clause’ of the ToV? Germany had to accept responsibility for 
WW1 

15 How many soldiers was Germany allowed to 
have after the ToV? 

100,000 

16 How much reparations did Germany have to 
pay back? 

$6.6 billion 

17 What caused banks and economies to 
collapse in 1929? 

Wall Street Crash 

18 How did this collapse affect Germany? Germany relied on money from the USA 
but after the crash the USA could no 
longer help. Germany suffered massively 

19 Who were the Nazis? ‘National Socialist Party’ They were a 
right-wing group who blamed the old 
government, other countries, and 
minorities for Germany’s problems 

20 Why did people vote for the Nazis in the early 
1930s? 

People vote for extremes when times are 
hard 

21 What is a dictator? Someone who has complete control in a 
country 

22 What is communism? A system of government where all 
property is owned by the state 

23 What is fascism? A one-party system which is against 
democracy. The nation is put ahead of 
race or the individual. 

24 Who was the leader of fascist Italy in the 
1930s? 

Benito Mussolini 



25 Who was leader of the Communist USSR in 
WW2? 

Josef Stalin 

26 What was prohibition? The banning of the production and 
distribution of alcohol in the USA during 
the 1920s 

27 What happened at the Valentine’s Day 
Massacre? 

Gang warfare lead to 7 of Bugs Moran’s 
gang to be killed by Al Capone’s gang 

28 What is rearmament? Where the Nazis began to increase the 
German military; ignoring the ToV 

29 What was Anschluss? Where Germany and Austria reunited 
again after the ToV 

30 What was appeasement? Where the British government allowed 
Hitler to break the terms of the ToV in 
order to keep the peace 

31 What was lebensraum? It means ‘living space’. It was the term 
Hitler used for taking over other countries 
so Germany had enough space for its 
people to thrive 

32 What was the Anti-Comintern Pact 1936? 25th November, Germany and Japan 
agreed to be hostile towards communism. 
They agreed to make no political treaties 
with the USSR. Italy also joined the pact 
in 1937 

33 What was the ‘Homefront’? What was happening during WW2 in 
Britain. For example; salvage and repair 
of items, the role of women at home, and 
the Blitz. 

34 When was the Battle of Dunkirk? 26th May- 4th June 1940 

35 What happened at Dunkirk? The evacuation of British and other allied 
forces from France during WW2 

36 How did the USA end WW2 with Japan? They dropped atomic bombs 

37 Where were these bombs dropped? Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

38 When was the Battle of Stalingrad? 23rd August 1942- 2nd February 1943 

39 What happened at Stalingrad? A battle between Germany and the USSR 
in Stalingrad Russia. This was a close 
quarters battle. Roughly 1.25 million 
soldiers died 

40 What does foreign policy mean? A governments strategy in dealing with 
other nations 

 


