
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Name: …………………………………………………………. 
 
Form: …………………… 
 
English Teacher: ………………………………………………………… 
 
You should aim to complete one homework task per week 

 

 
 

Stretch Project 
 

As well as your weekly homework, over the half term you can work on a stretch project. Like your 
holiday projects, you can be as creative as you want!  
 
Imagine that An Inspector Calls has been selected to be a blockbuster movie. You have been chosen as 
the director! You need to create a presentation for Warner Brothers, to show your thoughts of how it 
could be made for film. 
 
Your presentation could be in the form of a powerpoint or you could create a poster, video, booklet or a 
combination! You should consider: 
-Who you would cast for which role and why 
-Why it will make a good film and why it is still relevant today 
- The key themes you will focus on and why 
-Create a film poster 
-Create a film trailer or describe what your trailer would look/sound like 
  

An Inspector Calls 
KS4 

Independent Learning Project 
 



Week One: Answer these questions in full sentences 
 

1. Give two things you know about life in 1912. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

2. Give two things you know about life in 1945. 

.……………………………………………………………………………………………….........................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

3. Why did Priestley set his play in 1912? What was he concerned about? 

.……………………………………………………………………………………………….........................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

4. What is capitalism (opposed by Priestley)? 

.……………………………………………………………………………………………….........................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

5. What is socialism (supported by Priestley)? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

6. What was life like for women in 1912 and 1945? Why did things get better for them? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

7. How did social class change between 1912 and 1945? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

8. What is the Birling home like? Think back to the opening stage directions. 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................ 

9. How does Priestley foreshadow what will happen in the play? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

 



Week Two: Focus on Mr Birling and Sheila 

1. Write down six adjectives that describe Mr. Birling: 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. Read the following quotes that are spoken by Mr. Birling. Write underneath what they suggest about 
him. “a man has to make his own way – has to look after himself.” 
 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

“I’m talking as a hard-headed, practical man of business. And I say there isn’t a chance of war.” 
 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

“It’s my duty to keep labour costs down” 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

“If you don’t come down sharply on some of these people, they’d soon be asking for the earth” 
 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

3. What does this quote suggest about Sheila? 

‘When I was looking at myself in the mirror I caught sight of her smiling at the salesgirl, and I was furious 
with her.’ 
 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

4. How does this quotation show Sheila is different to her father? 

‘These girls aren’t cheap labour - they’re people’? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

 



5. What do these quotes suggest about Sheila? Pick out powerful words and explain them. 

● ‘I must obviously be a selfish vindictive creature.’ 

●  ‘And I know I am to blame – and I am desperately sorry…’ 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Week 3 

 

1. How is Gerald involved with Eva Smith? How does this make you feel about him? Use the quote below 

to help. ‘It’s a favourite haunt of women of the town.’ (distressed) sorry – I – well, I&#39;ve suddenly 

realized – taken it in properly – that she’s dead--  (he waits a moment, then a low, troubled tone.) she told 

me she’d been happier than she’d ever been before – but that she knew it couldn’t last’ 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. How would you describe Eva Smith/Daisy Renton? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

3. What is Mrs. Birling’s involvement with Eva Smith? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

4. Why does Mrs. Birling refuse to help Eva? How does this make you feel about her when she says  ‘I 

consider I did my duty’? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 



What is Eric’s involvement with Eva Smith?  

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

6. How does Eric think and feel about this? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

7. Read the Inspector’s final speech. 

 ‘One Eva Smith has gone – but there are millions and millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths 
still left with us, with their lives, their hopes and fears, their suffering and chance of happiness, all 
intertwined with our lives, and what we think and say and do. We don’t live alone. We are members of one 
body. We are responsible for each other. And I tell you that the time will soon come when, if men will not 
learn that lesson, then they will be taught it in fire and bloody and anguish.’ 
 
Which part stands out most for you and why? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

8. What is his message to the Birlings? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Week Four 

9. Why doesn’t it matter to Sheila if Inspector Goole isn’t a real policeman? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

10. At the end of the play, have Mr. and Mrs. Birling learnt anything? Why? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 



11. Complete this table below. The first one has been done as an example for you. You should be writing 
in full sentences (no one word answers). 

12. Why do you think the real inspector calls at the end of the play? What is Priestley's message to the 
Birlings? 
 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

13. Why do they all ‘stare guilty and dumbfounded’? 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................

.........................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Quote Said by What does this show about the character? 

“But these girls aren’t cheap 
labour – they’re people.” 

Sheila 

Sheila does not see the working classes as simply 
“labour” (workers) for her father’s factory. Rather, 
Sheila recognises they are people who should be 
treated fairly. 

“It’s what happened to the girl 
and what we all did to her that 
matters.” 

Eric   

“Go and look for the father of 
the child. It’s his responsibility.” 

Mrs. Birling   

“We are members of one body – 
We are responsible for each 
other.” 

Inspector Goole   

“All she wanted was to talk – a 
little friendliness” 

Said about Eva 
Smith 

  

“I consider I did my duty.” 
Mrs. Birling 
about Eva 

  

  

  

“I didn’t feel about her as she 
felt about me.” 

Gerald about 
Eva 

  

  

“I know I’m to blame and I’m 
desperately sorry.” 

Sheila   

‘He was probably a socialist or 
some sort of crank.’ 

Birling   

‘It frightens me the way you 
talk.’ 

 
Sheila to Birling 
and Mrs Birling 

 

  



Practise Questions 

Complete the questions under timed conditions (50mins). Follow the response structure below, and 

remember to plan your response first. Remember, in the exam you will only be answering ONE question 

from a choice of two (one character and one theme based). 

 

Paper 1, Section B 

AO1 – Interpretation of the text (16 marks) 

AO3 – Context (16 marks) 

SPaG (8 marks) 

Choices between a theme question (Q7) and a character question (Q8). There is a quote to stimulate your 

response, which you may engage with, but should not solely focus on. Aim to write between 5-7 

paragraphs. 

 

Planning: 

Before responding, mindmap your response. This will ensure you write with direction, make various points, 

and include reference to context. 

For Q7:                                                                                                 For Q8: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Start by writing the name of the character or theme in the middle.  

2. Then, for the character question, consider how the different themes apply to that particular character. 

If you are doing the theme question, consider how each theme applies to each character. Try to include 

quotes, or at the least references to specific moments in the play. 

3. Finally, apply context to at least three of your paragraphs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character 
Theme 

Theme 

Theme 

Theme 

Theme 

Theme 

Character 

Context 

Character 

Character 

Character 

Character 

Context 

Context 
Context 

Context 

Context 



 

7. Mr Birling: Gerald, I’m going to tell you frankly, without any pretences, that your engagement to Sheila 

means a tremendous lot to me. She’ll make you happy. I’m sure you’ll make her happy. You're just the kind 

of son-in-law I’ve always wanted. 

Is Gerald Croft simply a younger version of Arthur Birling? 

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Inspector: And so you used the power you had, as a daughter of a good customer and also of a man well 

known in the town, to punish the girl just because she made you feel like that? 

Explore the significance of different types of power in the play. 

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer. 

Gerald 

Power 


